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Research Question
The central question or questions that you hope to address in the study. If there are multiple questions, please list them individually.
Background/Significance
Provide a summary that offers background about what is known about the question and why it is important. References listed at the end of the proposal should support this background. Although citations for specific points are not necessary, they are acceptable. The summary and references do not need to be exhaustive, but they should be sufficient to demonstrate to the committee that you have researched and relevant literature and contextualized your research question appropriately. The format of this section is not fixed—it may include a listing of relevant points, several paragraphs of introduction, etc. It should not be overly long. Occasionally, the SRC may request additional background if there is a specific aspect of the study that is unclear.
Design
Describe the study design (e.g. prospective, randomized controlled trial, retrospective cohort study, case-control study, descriptive/observational series, etc.). If unclear about the appropriate term, please seek advice. 
Subjects
The format of the “subjects” section of the proposal can vary, but should provide information regarding how patients will be identified, approached if applicable, and enrolled, inclusion and exclusion criteria, and the approximate number of patients you intend to study.
Variables

Predictor
Please list and clearly define the predictor variables that are central to your hypothesis or hypotheses, ordered by research question/aim.  If the dataset is longitudinal, clearly state which time point for the measurement will be used as the predictor.
Primary Outcome
List and clearly define the primary outcome variable.
Secondary Outcomes
List and clearly define any secondary outcome variables, ordered by research question/aim.
Covariates
List variables that may be potential confounders of the association under study, or that may be used for subgroup analysis.
Statistical Issues

Hypothesis
State your hypothesis or hypotheses, ordered by research question/aim
Analytic plan
Summarize your analytic plan and the statistical tests that you will use to carry out this plan 
Sample Size/
Summarize your assumptions, power calculations for your primary outcome vs.

Power calculations
primary predictor, necessary sample size to adequately test your hypothesis, estimated effect size that can be detected if there is a fixed sample size.

If you have any questions or would like consultation with your analysis plan, the SRC encourages consultation with Kim Gauvreau, Lynn Sleeper, or Eleni Elia
Anticipated Limitations
List important limitations, biases, and confounding factors that you anticipate, and how you will deal with them

References
Listing of relevant references, not necessarily exhaustive, but sufficient to demonstrate that you have reviewed the literature appropriately
