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Dental implants

A dental implant replaces a tooth. It has two parts:
•	Titanium post (implant) that is placed into the bone and remains
under the surface
• Tooth replacement (crown) that is above the bone
Implants can anchor one or several teeth to the jaw bone.

Treatment with dental implants

Candidates for dental implants

Based on an individual’s need, the oral and maxillofacial surgeon can place a
single implant to replace one tooth, or multiple implants to replace multiple
teeth. The time required will vary depending on the complexity of the situation.
Since your oral and maxillofacial surgeon will place the implant and your general
dentist will place the crown, they will work together to plan the best treatment
for you.

Surgical risks and complications

Dental implants have a 95 percent success rate. However, as with any surgical
procedure, there are risks and possible complications:
•	Swelling, bruising and mild discomfort are normal for the first 24 to 72 hours
after the procedure.
• A small amount of bleeding may occur for the first 24 to 48 hours.
•	Numbness or tingling in the lip can occur. This should subside, but in rare
instances, could be permanent.
Titanium implant

Titanium implant with prosthetic tooth

 fter numbing the area with local anesthesia,
A
your surgeon will make a small opening in the
gum tissue.

•	Sinus drainage or pain can occur if the implant was placed in the upper jaw.
•	Jaw fractures and bone loss are rare, but can occur if the jaw is very small
(atrophic) at the time of implant placement.

Call your surgeon if
• Bleeding persists
•	Pain in your jaw, mouth or sinuses does not stop after taking
prescription medication
• You have a fever

A hole is made in the bone in a precise location.
The implant is placed into that position. The
gum is closed around the implant with stitches.

After the implant integrates with the bone, an
abutment (cap) is attached. In four to six weeks, the
gum tissue will heal around the abutment.

• Your implant feels loose
• You have questions

