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ACQUISITION 

The Clement A. Smith, M.D. Papers were given to the hospital archives prior to 1992. 

 

ACCESS 

The collection is unrestricted. 

 

COPYRIGHT 

Requests for permission to publish material from the collection should be discussed with the 

hospital archivist. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 

Clement Andrew Smith was born in 1901 in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He was the son of Shirley 

Smith, Professor of English and later Vice-President of the University of Michigan, and Sara 

Smith. He was the second son in a household of four children. CAS remained in Ann Arbor for 

all of his formal education, including a Master’s Degree in English and the M.D. degree from the 

University of Michigan. The combination of literary and medical interests was evident 

throughout his life. His classic Physiology of the Newborn Infant appeared first in 1945; three 

editions followed. From 1962-1973 he edited Pediatrics, and his History of the Children's 

Hospital of Boston was published in 1983. 

 

Dr. Smith’s association with Children's Hospital began in 1931 and continued until 1988 when, a 

few weeks before his death, he attended his last grand rounds. During the years 1941-1942, Dr. 

Smith shared responsibility for the medical service with Dr. Louis K. Diamond and John Davies 

until the appointment of Dr. Richard Smith. From 1943-1945, Dr. Smith was Chairman of 

Pediatrics at Wayne University College of Medicine and Medical Director of the Children's 

Hospital of Michigan. In 1945, Dr. Smith returned to Boston as a full-time pediatrician at the 

Boston Lying-In Hospital and Director of Research on the newborn. In 1963, Dr. Smith was 

appointed Professor of Pediatrics at the Boston Lying-In Hospital, Harvard Medical School. 

 

Dr. Smith was one of the first pediatricians to appreciate the special need of “preemies,” as they 

were then known. He had a profound respect for mothers and for all children, with whom he 

related easily. Dr. Smith always fostered a supportive environment for research on newborn 

infants, creating a fellowship in neonatology before the specialty emerged as an important facet 

of pediatrics. Dr. Smith, however, did not think of himself as a neonatologist but rather a 

pediatrician for the newborn infant. 

 

Dr. Smith received numerous awards, including the Howland Award of the American Pediatric 

Society, and was elected to the Presidency of the same society. He also received the first Virginia 

Apgar Award in Perinatal Medicine, the Borden Award of the American Academy of Pediatrics, 

and an honorary Doctor of Science degree from Colby College. Dr. Smith was also honored with 

Finland’s first Yllpo Medal in 1957 and a degree from the University of Groningen in 1964. 

Harvard Medical School established the Clement A. Smith Chair in Neonatology in 1985.
1
  

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

The collection is divided into three series. The first series consists of Dr. Smith’s personal papers 

that include his writings, correspondence with various individuals and other materials collected 

while a physician at Children's Hospital. The second and third series are comprised of historical 

research materials collected by Dr. Smith while writing The Children's Hospital of Boston: 

“Built Better Than They Knew” (Boston: Little Brown and Co., 1983). The materials include 

various subject files as well as files on a number of prominent individuals associated with the 

hospital such as George Gardner, Chandler Robbins, and the Hunnewell family. 

                                                           
1
 Information compiled from “Memorial Minute: Clement A. Smith – November 19, 1901 – December 31, 1988” 

written and presented by the Harvard Medical School Faculty of Medicine. 



BOX LIST 
 

Box Folder  

  Series I: Personal Papers 

1 1 Biographical Information 

 2 Clement A. Smith Chair, 1988 (Professor of Pulmonary Biology) 

 3 Clement A. Smith Lecture, 1978 

 4 Children's Hospital History: Correspondence and Budgets, 1970-1981 

 5 Consultations, 1947-1958 

 6 Correspondence, 1945-1983 

 7 Correspondence, 1983-1986 

 8 Correspondence: Diamond, Louis K., M.D., 1963-1985 

 9 Correspondence: Gross, Robert E., M.D., 1984 

 10 Correspondence: Hill, Lewis Webb, M.D. 

 11 Correspondence: Holland, 1946-1950 

 12 Correspondence: Karlberg, Petter and Family, 1953-1988 

 13 Correspondence: McCance, R.M. and Widdowson, 1930-1959 

 14 Correspondence: McCance, R.M. and Widdowson, Elsie, 1960-1987 

 15 Correspondence: McNicholl, Brian, M.D., 1952-1958 

 16 Correspondence: Merchant, Samuel S. and Family, 1958-1968 

 17 Correspondence: Neligan, Gerald, 1957-1976 

 18 Correspondence: Nelson, Nicholas M., 1958-1985 

 19 Correspondence: Niles, Kendrick, 1954-1966 

 20 Correspondence: Prod’hom, Samuel, M.D., 1959-1986 

 21 Correspondence: Read, Esther, R.N., 1983 

 22 Correspondence: Riegel, Klaus P., M.D., 1964-1988 

 23 Correspondence: Ross, Alan, M.D., 1969-1988 

 24 Correspondence: Tiernan, James Raymond, M.D., 1964-1988 

 25 Honors and Awards  [See also oversize folders 1-6 for certificates] 

 26 Hyaline Membrane Discussion – IX International Congress, 1959-1960 

 27 Montreal Children's Hospital, 1979 

 28 Pediatrics Editorship, 1961-1962 

 29 Research Fellows, 1946-1969 



Box Folder  

1 30 Research Fellows: Twentieth Reunion, 1965 

 31 Research Fellows: Thirtieth Reunion, 1975 

 32 Research Fellows: Ten Year Reunion, 1984 

 33 Thirteenth International Pediatric Congress (Vienna), 1971 

 34 Visit from International Pediatric Congress, 1947 

 35 Writings, 1950-1959 

 36 Writings: “The Children's Hospital, 1869-1975; The Children’s Medical Center, 

1946-1975” 

 37 Writings: “The Children's Hospital of Boston: Built Better Than They Knew,” 

1982-1983 (1/2) 

 38 Writings: “The Children's Hospital of Boston: Built Better Than They Knew,” 

1982-1983 (2/2) 

 39 Writings: Critically Ill Child, 2
nd

 Edition 

 40 Writings: “Ethical Issues in Newborn Intensive Care,” 1974 

 41 Writings: Hyaline Membrane Disease, 1949-1954 

 42 Writings: “The Infancy of Neonatology,” 1980 

 43 Writings: Janeway Dinner Remarks, 1974 

 44 Writings: “Neonatology Yesterday – Perinatology Tomorrow,” April 21, 1972 

 45 Writings: New Medical, Ethical and Social Challenges in Newborn Care, 1988 

(Conference) 

 46 Writings: “Persistence and Utilization of Material Iron for Blood Formation 

During Infancy,” 1955 (1/2) 

2 1 Writings: “Persistence and Utilization of Material Iron for Blood Formation 

During Infancy,” 1955 (2/2) 

 2 Writings: Poetry, 1954-1978 

 3 Writings: Reprints, 1943-1970 

Oversize 1 Certificate of Completion of Residency, Children's Hospital, 1931 

 2 Certificate of Completion of Residency, Infant’s Hospital, 1932 

 3 Certificate from the Société de Pédiatrie de Paris, 1952 

 4 Certificate of Award of the Arvo Ylppö Medal, 1957 

 5 Certificate of the Swedish Pædiatric Society, 1962 

 6 Certificate of the British Paediatric Association, 1967 

  Series II: Historical Research Subject Files 

2 4 Anniversaries: Children's Hospital 45
th

 Anniversary, 1914 
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2 5 Anniversaries: 100
th

 Anniversary, 1969 

 6 Blackfan Lecture, 1962-1968 

 7 Brace Shop, 1958 

 8 “A brief note about my stay in Boston, “ Prof. Fu-tang Chu, 1983 

 8.1 Buildings: Fegan 

 9 Buildings: Hunnewell Stair Removal, 1977 

 10 Buildings: Huntington Avenue 

 11 Buildings: Infant’s Hospital 

 12 Chapel Memorial Window, 1977 

 13 Child Health Division 

 14 The Children’s Cancer Research Foundation, ca. 1950 

 15 The Children's Medical Center, ca. 1946 

 16 “The Children's Medical Center 1948-1958: An Administrative Appraisal,” 1959 

 17 Children’s Medical Center: Formation, 1948-1954 

 18 Committee on Consultative Services, 1946-1947 

 19 Committee on Establishing a Group Medical Practice, 1946-1947 

 20 Contagious Pavilion, 1929 

 21 Cystic Fibrosis, 1979 

 22 “Data about Children's Hospital and Contemporaneous Occurrences: 1869-

1969” by Dr. Lendon Snedeker 

 23 Department of Anesthesia, 1947-1989 

 24 Department of Cardiology, 1955-1956 

 25 Department of Dentistry, 1930-1980 

 26 Department of Neurosurgery: History, 1970 

 27 Department of Ophthalmology 

 28 Department of Orthopedics, 1936-1981 

 29 Department of Otolaryngology 

 30 Department of Psychiatry 

 31 Department of Radiology 

 32 Department of Surgery, 1927-1978 

 33 Department of Surgery: Annual Report, 1977-1978 

 34 Employees 
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2 35 Harvard Infantile Paralysis Commission, ca. 1934 

 36 Harvard Medical School Affiliation Agreement, 1949 

 37 History of Pediatrics: America Cares for Its Children: A History of Pediatrics 

and Child Care in the United States, by Charles Flato and Daniel S. Gilmor, n.d. 

 38 A History of Pediatrics, Waitkus (?) [manuscript] (1/2) 

 39 A History of Pediatrics, Waitkus (?) [manuscript] (2/2) 

 40 History of Pediatrics: “Pediatric Infection Control – An Historical Perspective,” 

by Donald A. Goldman, 1988 

 41 Hospital Map, n.d. 

 42 Hospitals: The Boston Dispensary 

 43 Hospitals: Floating Hospital 

 44 Hospitals: Massachusetts General Hospital 

 45 Hospitals: Rainsford Island Hospital 

 46 House of the Good Samaritan, 1949-1967 

 47 “Report to the Helen Hay Whitney Foundation on Research at the House of the 

Good Samaritan,” 1952 

 48 House Staff Information, 1964 

 49 Hyperbaric Oxygen Chamber, 1963 

 50 Infant’s Hospital 

 51 Infant’s Hospital: Notes 

 52 Information Leads 

 53 “Information Regarding the Children's Hospital and Infant’s Hospital,” n.d. 

 54 The Inn at Children’s, 1966 

 55 Jimmy Fund 

 56 Laboratory for Research on the Newborn, ca. 1948 

 57 Laboratory Study (Dr. James L. Gamble), 1927 

 58 McDonald House, 1977 

 59 Medical Alumni in Teaching Positions, n.d. 

 60 New England Peabody Home for Crippled Children, 1894-1979 

 61 Nurses Residence: Fund Raising Brochure, 1928 

 62 Parking, ca. 1964 

 63 Physicians: Early 

 64 “Plans for Development,” 1951 
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2 65 Prouty Garden, 1959-1967 

 66 Public Affairs: Jubilee Week, 1950 

 67 Rate Structure, 1952 

 68 REACH Development Campaign 

 69 Research 

 70 “Results of a Survey: Children's Hospital,” by Joseph Briggs Howland, ca. 1939 

 71 School of Nursing 

 72 School of Nursing: Notes 

 73 Sisters of St. Margaret 

 74 Social Service, 1949-1952 

 75 Social Service, 1963 

 76 Society for Pediatric Research, 1978 

 77 Space Estimates: Patient Care, 1882-1971 

 78 “A Statement Made by Four Physicians in Reference to the Establishment of a 

Children's Hospital in the City of Boston,” by Brown, Ingalls, Langmaid, and 

Webber, 1869 

 79 Statistics, 1963-1973 

 80 Surgical Appliance Shop, 1963 

 81 Telephone Operators 

 82 Tuberculosis 

 83 Trustee Newsletter, 1956 

 84 Wellesley Convalescent Home 

 85 Wolbach Lecture, 1949 

 86 Women’s Committee, 1943-1964 

 87 Waltham Baby Hospital 

  Series III: Historical Research Files: Individuals 

3 1 Bigelow, George Tyler (1810-1878) 

 2 Brown, Francis Henry, M.D. (1835-1917) 

 3 Brown, Percy, M.D. (1875-1950) 

 4 Byers, Randolph K., M.D. 

 5 Cabot, Arthur T., M.D. (1852-1912) 

 6 Crothers, Bronson, M.D. (1884-1959) 
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3 7 Derby, George Strong, M.D. (1875-1931) 

 8 Dunn, Charles Hunter, M.D. (18   -1955) 

 9 Faulkner, Charles (18   -1885) 

 10 Emmons, Nathaniel H. (1796-1878) 

 11 Fearing, Albert (18   -1875) 

 12 Fiske, Charles H. (1840-1921) 

 13 Gardner, George Peabody (1855-1939) 

 14 George, Ariel Wellington, M.D. (1882-1948) 

 15 Gerald, Park S. M.D.  

 16 Green, Samuel Abbott (1830-1918) 

 17 Haven, Henry Cecil, M.D. (1952-1915) 

 18 Hunnewell Family 

 19 Ingalls, William, M.D. (1813-1903) 

 20 Johnson, Samuel (1822-1882) 

 21 Kuhn, George H. (1796-1879) 

 22 Langmaid, Samuel Wood, M.D. (1837-1915) 

 23 Lawrence, Amos (Children’s Infirmary of 1846) 

 24 Lord, Elizabeth Evans, Ph.D. (1890-1943) 

 25 Lorenz, Adolf, M.D. (Visit to Children's Hospital, 1902) 

 26 Manning, J.M. (     -1882) 

 27 Morse, John Lovett, M.D. (1865-1940) 

 28 Mudge, Enoch Redington (     -1881) 

 29 Phillips, John Charles (1838-1885)` 

 30 Pratt, Edward L., M.D. (1913-1980) 

 31 Robbins, Chandler 

 32 Schloss, Oscar M., M.D. (1882-1952) 

 33 Smith, Ida C. 

 34 Strong, Edward A. (18   -1912) 

 35 Sturgis, Russell, Jr. (1831-1899) 

 36 Thacher, Isaac (1808-1883) 

 37 Thayer, Nathaniel 

 38 Tyler, Adeline Blanchard 
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3 39 Webber, Samuel G., M.D. (1838-1926) 

 40 Wentworth, Arthur H., M.D. (1863-1947) 

 41 Wetherell, John G. (1822-1897) 

 42 Weymuller, Charles A., M.D. 

 43 Winthrop, Robert C. (1809-1894) 

 
 


