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The Blackfan Lecture 
Please mark your calendars for the 56th annual
Blackfan Lecture, Wednesday, June 3, 2009, with
Nancy Andrews, MD, PhD. Dr. Andrews was
appointed vice chancellor for Academic Affairs
and dean of the Duke University School of
Medicine in October, 2007. She is currently a
professor in both the Department of Pediatrics
and the Department of Pharmacology and Cancer
Biology.

Dr. Andrews began her career path at Yale University, where she received her
BS and MS degrees in molecular biophysics and biochemistry. She went on
to earn her PhD in biology from MIT and her medical degree from Harvard
Medical School.

After Harvard, Dr. Andrews headed to Children’s Hospital Boston where
she began a long and rich relationship with the hospital and community.
She completed her internship and residency in pediatrics at Children’s and
her hematology/oncology fellowship at Children’s and the Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute. 

Her training fulfilled, Dr. Andrews decided to stay in the Harvard and
Children’s Hospital Boston community. With determination and skill, she
rose through the ranks to become the George Richards Minot Professor of
Pediatrics at Harvard, as well as the senior associate in medicine at Children’s.
Dr. Andrews was also a distinguished physician at Dana-Farber. From 1999
to 2003, Dr. Andrews was the director of the Harvard-MIT MD-PhD
program and served as an attending physician in hematology and oncology
at Children’s Hospital until 2003. She was also the dean for Basic Sciences
and Graduate Studies at Harvard Medical School from 2003 -2007.

Dr. Andrews was a Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator from
1993 to 2006, has authored more than 100 peer-reviewed articles and 16
book chapters, and is the president of the American Society of Clinical
Investigation. We are very much looking forward to hosting Dr. Andrews at
this year’s Blackfan celebration.

Pediatric Academic
Society Update
The 2009 Pediatric Academic
Society’s annual meeting was
held in Baltimore, Maryland,
from May 2nd – May 5th. We
were happy to congratulate
our friends at the Alumni
Reception on the their recent
achievements: Dr. Loren
Walensky is this year’s recipi-
ent of the Young Investigator
Award; Dr. Mark Schuster is
the recipient of the APA
Research Award; Dr. George
Daley is the recipient of the
Mead Johnson Award; Dr.
Doff McElhinney is the recipi-
ent of the Richard Rowe
Award; Dr. Alicia Demirjian
and Dr. Laura McCullough are
both recipients of SPR
Resident Research Awards;
and Dr. Lou Kunkel is the
recipient of the March of
Dimes Award. Congratulations
to you all!

For more information, please
visit www.pas-meeting.org.

Nancy Andrews, MD, PhD
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In a low interest rate environment, it can be difficult to find safe choices that
generate a suitable fixed income. There is an attractive option, though, for
donors who want to help the children we serve – the charitable gift annuity.
Gift annuities are both a gift from you and an income to you. The gift por-
tion of the gift annuity generates an income tax charitable deduction, and
the annuity portion provides a lifetime income. Plus, you may enjoy a favor-
able tax treatment on the payout from the gift annuity for many years.

Even more important than the financial and tax benefits of gift annuities is
the opportunity you have to leave a lasting legacy to Children’s Hospital
Boston. You can designate your gift to a specific program, or arrange your
gift so that we can use it to meet our current needs. Whatever you prefer,
you have the opportunity to help make a lasting difference in our work. 

Plan for the Future – Yours and Ours
Donors who choose to make a gift to Children’s Hospital Boston appreci-
ate how “user-friendly” gift annuities can be. 

A Gift From You: You are entitled to an income tax charitable deduction
in the year you establish your gift annuity. Your deduction is the charitable
portion of the gift annuity as calculated at the time your gift is made.
Remember that there are some limits on how much one can deduct in a
single tax year (up to 50% of a donor’s adjusted gross income (AGI) for
gifts of cash, and 30% for gifts of appreciated property). Of course, any
deduction a donor cannot take in one year can be carried into the next tax
year (and up to five years after the gift is made). 

Example: Maggie Evans (age 75) decides to fund her gift annuity with
$10,000 in cash. She can take an income tax charitable deduction of
$4,248 in the year of her gift* 

An Income To You: In exchange for your gift of cash or appreciated prop-
erty (usually securities), we agree to pay a fixed income for the rest of your
life. The payout rates are based on the annuitant’s age at the time the gift
annuity is established: generally, the higher the age, the higher the payout
rate. Check the chart for the gift annuity rates for a one-life gift annuity.
We can provide an illustration specifically for you that shows payout and
deduction amounts. 

Keep in mind these payout rates are
fixed and will not change regardless of
prevailing interest rates or what hap-
pens in the markets. The gift annuity
provides a stable lifetime income – an
important point for those concerned
about ups and downs. 

Example: Remember that Maggie
Evans (age 75) funded her gift annuity
with $10,000 cash. Her payout rate is
6.3% for her age, which equals $630 a
year for as long as she lives. 

Gift Annuity Payments –
Immediate or Deferred
Gift annuities have always appealed to
donors who are enjoying their retirement
years. But the idea of gift annuities has
also attracted the attention of profession-
als and businesspersons who are interest-
ed in saving for retirement. For donors
that can wait, a deferred gift annuity has
two advantages over immediate gift annu-
ities: One, the payout rates for deferred
gift annuities are higher compared to
immediate gift annuities. And two, the
charitable deduction for a deferred gift
annuity is higher compared to that for an
immediate gift annuity set up at the same
time – a real advantage to a donor in his
or her peak earning years. 

There is one more advantage for donors
who have reached the contribution limit
in a qualified retirement plan: the deferred
gift annuity is not affected by such contri-
bution limits.

Example: Dr. Evan Ripley (age 52) saves
as much as he can every year in his tax-
deferred retirement accounts, but he
would like to save more. He also gives to
our organization every year. To meet both
his goals for retirement savings and chari-
table giving, Dr. Ripley decides to give us
$25,000 to establish a deferred charitable
gift annuity scheduled to begin payments
in fifteen years. This year, Dr. Ripley
enjoys a charitable deduction of $7,334.
And, when the payout period begins, Dr.
Ripley will receive $2,500 every year to
supplement his retirement income.* 

Let Us Hear from You
If you would like more information about
charitable gift annuities, let us know by
returning the enclosed card. We offer a
helpful brochure, The Charitable Gift
Annuity – Back to Basics. It contains plan-
ning details and examples of the dynamic
charitable gift annuity in action.

Charitable Gift Annuities: A Wise Choice Today

Charitable Gift Annuity 
Payment Rates

AGE RATE*

65 5.3%

70 5.7%

75 6.3%

80 7.1%

85 8.1%

90 9.5%

*Rates as of Feb. 1, 2009. Please
Contact our office to verify current rates.



Alumni Association Reception 2008
Family, Friends, Familiar Faces

Dr. Colin Carter
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Thank you to all who attended the Alumni Association Reception. Here are just
a few of the many attendees enjoying themselves amongst good food and

wonderful friends.

Drs. Seth and Judy Palfrey and Dr. Rachel Shore

Dr. Michelle Barr

Dr. Ellis Neufeld

Dr. James LaBelle and Dr. James Moses 





In Memoriam: Julius Richmond, MD
Give a child a chance and watch his world blossom.
Former US Surgeon General Dr. Julius B. Richmond’s
career and accomplishments are proof of this ideal
and through his tireless work, children’s lives have
been changed for the better.  

One of Richmond’s greatest achievements was the
creation of Head Start - the federal effort to improve
education and health of poor and at-risk children.
Shortly after the US Supreme Court’s 1954 ruling,
Brown v. Board of Education, which desegregated
public schools, Richmond set out upon this endeav-
or. With SUNY colleague Bettye Caldwell, he was
determined to document how poverty threatened the
psychosocial development of young children. 

According to a 1981 oral history, Richmond and
Caldwell believed that all children appeared to devel-
op at the same pace during the first year of life.
Children from poor families, however, seemed to lag
behind in the development of language skills and
lacked interest in exploring their surroundings.
Richmond and Caldwell felt that with the introduc-
tion of a stimulating environment, the decline in
these skills could be prevented.

After Richmond’s work led him to be recruited to the
Office of Economic Opportunity, he used demonstra-
tion grants to launch Head Start. Within six months
of the launch, 500,000 children were enrolled in the
program and Richmond went on to become the first
national director.

Richmond was, throughout his entire career, an advo-
cate for children. Early in his life, he was trained in
pediatrics and child development. He received his
undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois
in 1937 and his degree in medicine from the
University of Illinois School of Medicine in 1939.
Richmond served as a flight surgeon in the Army Air
Force before returning to the Department of Pediatrics
at the University of Illinois and serving Director of the
Institute of Juvenile Research in Chicago.

In 1953, Richmond became chairman of the
Department of Pediatrics at SUNY Upstate Medical
Center in Syracuse. He soon rose to the position of
Dean. 

From 1977 to 1981, during the Carter administra-
tion, Dr. Richmond served as US Surgeon General
and Assistant Secretary of the Department of Health
and Human Services. 

Richmond is known for reinvigorating tobacco con-
trol efforts during his time as Surgeon General.
Through the release of the 1979 Surgeon General’s
report, Smoking Health, the public became more
aware of the multiple harms of smoking. During the
same year, Richmond issued his report Healthy
People: The Surgeon-General’s Report on Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention. This report
established quantitative goals for the nation for the
next decade.

Over the course of his career, Richmond served in
several prominent positions. He was the Professor of
Health Policy and Professor of Preventative and
Social Medicine at HSPH and the Director of the
Division of Health Policy Research and Education at
Harvard University. He also served as Professor of
Child Psychiatry and Human Development at
Harvard Medical School as well as Chairman of
Psychiatry at Children’s Hospital. 

Richmond also received numerous awards, such as
the C. Anderson Aldrich Award of the Amercian
Academy of Pediatrics, the Gustav O. Lienhard
Award, the Walsh McDermott Medal of the Institute
of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences,
the John Howland Award of the Pediatric Society,
the Sedgwick Medal from the American Public
Health Association and the Heinz Award for Public
Policy. Not only did Richmond receive awards – one
was created in his honor. The highest honor at
Harvard’s School of Public Health is the Julius B.
Richmond award which recognizes individuals who,
like Richmond, have promoted and achieved high
standards for public health conditions in vulnerable
populations.

Through Richmond’s works and teachings, both
children and adults are living happier, healthier and
fuller lives today.
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Letter from the President
I am both delighted and honored to serve as President of Children's Hospital
Boston Alumni Association. The Annual General Meeting will coincide with
the 56th Annual Blackfan Lecture on June 3, 2009 which will be given by
Nancy Andrews, MD, PhD, Dean of Duke University School of Medicine.
The Children's Hospital Boston Medical Alumni Association Distinguished
Service Award will be awarded to Robert Masland, MD, as an individual who
has contributed in an extraordinary way to patient care, education, and
mentoring over his many years at Children’s.  

There are several other exciting events coming up. The Children's Hospital
Boston Alumni Association reception at the Pediatric Academic Society’s
(PAS) meeting will take place on Sunday May 3, 2009 from 7:30 – 9:30PM
at the Hilton Hotel in Baltimore, MD in Room Holiday 3. Dr. Gary
Fleischer, Chief of Pediatrics, and I will comment on the status of the hospi-
tal and various departments and also recognize the PAS Award winners.  

Children's Hospital Boston is in the process of developing a secure online
community for Children's faculty and alumni. This could be used to locate
friends and colleagues and communicate with other members. It will also give
you an opportunity to access the latest news at Children's and CME events. 

Children's Hospital Boston has been ranked the top pediatric hospital in the
country for Cardiac and Orthopedic care in the February 2009 Parents
Magazine Best Children’s Hospital Survey. In 2008 US News and World
Report, Children's Hospital Boston was rated second overall among the more
than 100 pediatric hospitals surveyed.  

The research commitment to the hospital is represented by the John F.
Enders and Karp Family Research facilities compromising the largest pedi-
atric research facilities in the world. Some recent highlights include the refor-
mulation of a broad spectrum angiogenesis inhibitor thus offering potential
non-toxic therapy for a wide variety of cancers. Children's Hospital’s Inhyun
Park, PhD and George Daley, MD, PhD, one of the world’s foremost experts
on embryonic stem cells, have reprogramed human skin cells to create cells
much like embryonic cells. This genetically perfect match would eliminate
any chance of the body rejecting cells. Perhaps in the future, stem cell thera-
py would mean that we no longer have to wait for a perfect bone marrow
match from a donor.  

We look forward to seeing you at the Blackfan Lecture on June 3rd. 

Sincerely,

Robert Masland, MD
President, CHB Alumni Association

Extraordinary Times,
Extraordinary Needs

In this time of economic uncer-
tainty, the needs of our patients
and their families are growing. Our
board members have made
$1 million of personal contribu-
tions to help meet these needs
and have asked their money be
used to match your generous gift.

Now, through June 30, 2009, your
donation supporting our families
will have twice the impact. Please
support the Extraordinary Needs
Fund at Children’s and help ensure
that Children’s can continue caring
for all of our kids. 

For more information, please
contact Katherine Sheehan at
katherine.sheehan@chtrust.org or
at 857-218-3194. 

Housestaff Lounge
Renovations

There is a new fundraising inia-
tive to renovate and update the
Pediatric Housestaff Lounge in
Pavilion-129. If you would like to
help us reach our goal, please
send your tax-deductible dona-
tion to “Housestaff Lounge
Association” at 1 Autumn Street
Boston, MA 02215. Donations
should be made out to
“Children’s Hospital Boston,”
with “Housestaff Association”
on the memo line.

Thank you for your support!


