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HEART MURMURS

Message from the Chiefs

Welcome to the fall edition of Heart
Murmurs, the Cardiovascular
Program's publication for primary
care pediatricians, pediatric and adult
cardiologists, cardiac surgeons,
anesthesiologists, graduates of our
training programs, nurses and other
practitioners specializing in
cardiovascular care. This newsletter
offers a look at the family-centered
care provided by our collaborative
team, and keeps you informed about
developments in research, leading-
edge technologies and devices,
clinical outcomes and service
innovations. The newsletter is
published in the winter and spring.
We hope you enjoy it.

Patricia A. Hickey, RN, MS, MBA
Director, Cardiovascular
Nursing/Patient Services

Richard A. Jonas, MD
Cardiovascular Surgeon-in-Chief

Peter C. Laussen, MBBS
Co-Director, Cardiac Anesthesia

James E. Lock, MD
Cardiologist-in-Chief
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The ABC&E of pediatric resuscitation

Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation
(ECMO) is the most widely used mode of
mechanical cardio-pulmonary support for
infants and children. While the number of
patients placed on ECMO for respiratory
support has declined over recent years, the
proportion of infants and children who
receive ECMO support for congenital or
acquired heart disease has steadily
increased...

Clinical Practice Guidelines: A strategy for
reducing ventilators days

Since 1993, the Cardiovascular Program
has implemented Clinical Practice
Guidelines (CPGs) as a framework for
quality patient care. The goals of the CPG
Program continue to include improving
patient outcomes with cost-effective care
practices...

TLContact offers families a little TLC in the
Cardiovascular Program

The hospitalization of a child is an emotional
and stressful event that often results in
feelings of isolation. The child, families,
friends, and co-workers wait anxiously to
hear updates and receive progress reports...
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