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CANDIDACY CRITERIA FOR COCHLEAR IMPLANTATION

(current as of March 2009)

AGES 12-24 MONTHS

· Bilateral profound sensorineural hearing loss

· Lack of progress in the development of auditory skills with hearing aids
· No medical contraindications

· High motivation and appropriate expectations from family


AGES 25 MONTHS TO 17 YEARS, 11 MONTHS

· Bilateral severe to profound sensorineural hearing loss
· Lack of progress in the development of auditory skills

· Limited benefit from hearing aids even after 3 to 6 months intensive aural habilitation.  By current FDA criteria, limited benefit is quantified as (30% in the best-aided condition on an open-set test appropriate for the child’s linguistic skills, such as the Multisyllabic Lexical Neighborhood Test for younger children or the Lexical Neighborhood Test for older children.  However, some children with better pre-operative scores benefit from implantation.  
· No medical contraindications

· High motivation and appropriate expectations


ADULT (AGES 18 YEARS AND OLDER)
· Bilateral severe to profound sensorineural hearing loss, which may be moderate to profound in the low frequencies
· By current FDA criteria, pre-operative sentence recognition scores (50% in the ear to be implanted and (60% in the opposite ear, or binaurally, on tape-recorded open-set sentence recognition tests.  However, some adults with better pre-operative scores benefit from implantation.    
· Pre-linguistic or post-linguistic onset of severe to profound hearing loss

· No medical contraindications

· A desire to hear spoken communication  






